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Tour Leaders: K. David Bishop and David Hoddinott 

Trip Report compiled by Tour Leader: K. David Bishop  

Tour Summary 

Rockjumper’s inaugural tour of the islands of the Southwest Pacific kicked off in style with dinner at the 

Stamford Airport Hotel in Sydney, Australia. The following morning we were soon winging our way north 

and eastwards to the ancient Gondwanaland of New Caledonia. Upon arrival we then drove south along a 

road more reminiscent of Europe, passing through 

lush farmlands seemingly devoid of indigenous 

birds. Happily this was soon rectified; after 

settling into our Noumea hotel and a delicious 

luncheon, we set off to explore a small nature 

reserve established around an important patch of 

scrub and mangroves. Here we quickly cottoned 

on to our first endemic, the rather underwhelming 

Grey-eared Honeyeater, together with Nankeen 

Night Herons, a migrant Sacred Kingfisher, 

White-bellied Woodswallow, Fantailed Gerygone 

and the resident form of Rufous Whistler. As we 

were to discover throughout this tour, in areas of 

less than pristine habitat we encountered several 

introduced species including Common Waxbill. 

And so began a series of early starts which were to typify this tour, though today everyone was up with 

added alacrity as we were heading to the globally important Rivierre Bleu Reserve and the haunt of the 

incomparable Kagu. We drove 1.3 hours to the reserve, passing through a stark landscape before arriving at 

the appointed time to meet my friend Jean-Marc, the reserve’s ornithologist and senior ranger. No sooner 

was the barrier lifted than we were ‘scoping a pair of the globally endangered Horned Parakeet, followed in 

quick succession by the attractive New Caledonian Parakeet and a very distinctive Barred Honeyeater 

feeding in an endemic Calistemon. Hmm, not a 

bad start; however, we still had a way to drive to 

reach the reserve proper.  

A cyclone of some years ago had made the bridge 

over the dam here too unsteady for our vehicles, 

so instead we all walked across to an awaiting bus 

and drove into the reserve. A few kilometers later 

we pulled up and set off along a well-formed trail 

into these most ancient forests. Disconcertingly, 

all was quiet - very quiet in fact - and despite 

Jean-Marc’s vocal inducement, there was no sign 

of our much sought-after quarry. But we need not 

have worried; back once more on the track a pair 

of Kagu quickly emerged and leisurely foraged 

around us, affording almost ridiculous 
Kagu by David Hoddinott 
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photographic opportunities. How things have changed! When I first visited New Caledonia during the early 

1980s I didn’t even hear this remarkable species, which then was regarded as near mythical. Thanks to the 

indefatigable efforts of Yves Letocart and now his protégé, Jean-Marc, the population of Kagu within the 

reserve has risen to 700-800 birds and still increasing. During our time here we enjoyed the company of 

some 15 birds, which were even more confiding than even just a couple of years ago. 

Reluctantly dragging ourselves away from this 

true Gondwanaland relic, we spent the rest of our 

day birding along an easy vehicle-width track 

through fine, moist forest and home to many of 

New Caledonia’s most desirable species. We 

enjoyed fine encounters with a very confiding 

Goliath Imperial Pigeon – what a bird! New 

Caledonian Cuckooshrike, the lovely New 

Caledonian Whistler, several approachable and 

rather adorable Yellow-bellied Robins, our first 

Streaked Fantails, the strikingly colored New 

Caledonian Myzomela, and New Caledonian 

Friarbird. Sadly, despite Jean-Marc’s best efforts, 

we could detect no sign of the critically 

endangered Crow Honeyeater. This peculiar 

endemic is now apparently reduced to a world 

population of just 150, all within this very reserve. The tool-using New Caledonian Crow sought food with a 

fine stick, whilst a tiny, beautifully-marked gecko and a skink wrapped up our time in the forest. As we 

climbed out of the reserve we made a couple of stops in the distinctive Maqui habitat replete with its myriad 

of endemic plants. 

From the domestic airport conveniently located on the periphery of Noumea we transected the southern 

ranges of New Caledonia. From our aerial vantage the ravages of man were made shockingly clear; slope 

after slope being shorn of any native vegetation, 

apparently as a result of thousands of years of 

burning and callous strip-searching by mining 

companies searching for valuable minerals. 

Happily however Lifou, of the interestingly named 

Loyalty Islands, is still bedecked in extensive 

forests. Barely were we out of the airport and a 

short distance down the road when we were 

immersed in white-eyes including the numerous 

and endemic Small Lifou White-eye and the 

distinctive melanops subspecies of the widespread 

Silvereye. Moving on, our enthusiastic guide but 

bewildered driver (birders are rare species in this 

neck of the woods) took us to another stop in an 

area of scrub, remnant trees and indigenous 

gardens where Striated Starling, Grey-eared 

Honeyeater and White-breasted Woodswallow presented fine views.  

Goliath Imperial Pigeon by David Hoddinott 

New Caledonian Crow by David Hoddinott 
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Our lady guide then took us to a very productive area of fruit-crop plantation and indigenous tall 

lowland forest. The lovely Red-bellied Fruit Dove was notably common here in addition to fine views of a 

male Cardinal Myzomela (“Meetso-meela”), 

South Melanesian Cuckooshrike and Streaked 

Fantail. Entering the forest proved enormously 

tricky as here, on an uplifted coralline limestone 

platform, the ground was littered with ‘man-

traps’. Happily a short way away we found more 

ideal terrain with a vehicle-width track transecting 

extensive forest, permitting us to search for the 

seemingly elusive Large Lifou White-eye. The rest 

of the morning was spent following up fleeting 

glimpses, brief snatches of sound and one very 

vocal but incredibly elusive individual, such that in 

the end we all enjoyed some view or another of 

this distinctive endemic. Lunch then beckoned and 

proved to be a delightful experience in an open 

restaurant overlooking the Pacific, albeit a little 

chilly. As our flight had frustratingly been rescheduled until 19.00 hrs the remainder of the afternoon was 

devoted to sea watching. Unfortunately conditions were not very conducive and only those actually at the 

‘scope at the right moment managed to catch glimpses of rather distant petrels and a blowing whale of 

indeterminate identity. 

Happy Bastille Day – as we were to discover the following day – was indeed a happy Bastille day. Heading 

north by road this morning we garnered a useful collection of ‘Australian’ birds – Grey Teal, Welcome 

Swallow, Masked Lapwing plus a motley collection of introductions, before arriving at the Parc National 

Grandes Fougeres. This lovely area of moist hill forest had only recently been formally gazetted and so it 

was with great anticipation that we climbed the hill, discovering just how wet these forests can be, to the 

imposing-looking entrance and guard post. Having noticed to our dis-consternation that the park was closed 

on Tuesdays it was with great relief that we discovered the only Tuesday in the year that the park is open is 

Bastille Day! The warm welcome by the lady 

guard set the tone and although it was initially too 

wet to see much, we quickly found a large fruiting 

Strangle Fig (Ficus sp) replete with one of New 

Caledonia’s most exquisite denizens, the Cloven-

feathered Dove! Sole member of its genus, this 

lovely and most distinctive endemic put on a 

simply amazing show with at least six birds sitting 

around, preening, feeding and just lounging, thus 

permitting us to study and photograph what is 

often an elusive species to our heart’s content. 

Eventually we were suitably satiated (as were the 

birds), so we drove back to the top of the hill to 

look for our last few targets. Driving incredibly 

slowly down through the forest, which was just 

beginning to recover from the rain, we adroitly 

Cloven-feathered Dove by David Hoddinott 
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stopped for a superb White-bellied Goshawk that perched close by, such that we were all able to enjoy a 

prolonged encounter. What a handsome bird! Descending to where I had previously seen New Caledonian 

Thicketbird, it was disappointing to find that the thicket of Lantana, this species’ preferred hidey-place, had 

been cleared and burnt and all that remained were dumped cars. Happily though there were superb Red-

throated Parrotfinches to entertain us along with introduced Chestnut-breasted Munias and the endemic 

Green-backed White-eye.  

With just about everything we could 

possibly hope for on this island already in the bag, 

we drove to an entrancing Pension for lunch 

where Bastille Day celebrations were in full throe. 

Arguably our best meal on New Caledonia was 

followed by a walk around the lushly forested 

grounds for a last encounter with a goodly 

collection of endemics, including a confiding pair 

of Melanesian Flycatchers. Then it was a long 

drive back to our hotel in Noumea in preparation 

for the next stage of our odyssey. 

From New Caledonia we flew a short distance 

northwards to the islands of Vanuatu, once 

known as the New Hebrides. Arriving at 

lunchtime, but with a late afternoon onward flight 

to the island of Espiritu Santo, we managed, with yours truly’s patter in the local Bislama language, to 

finagle ourselves on to the local golf course. Clearly we were now in Melanesia where everything happens a 

little bit slower and arguably a bit more sleepily. Nevertheless we were warmly welcomed and after whiling 

away time by enjoying fine views of our first Collared Kingfisher, a very confiding Red-bellied Fruit Dove 

and our first Vanuatu White-eye, we discovered the girls had prepared a very respectable luncheon on the 

clubhouse verandah. So nice to be back in Melanesia. Tenk u tumas mi happy olgeta.  

Our flight to the large and very rugged, 

mountainous island of Espiritu Santo had us 

arriving with just enough light to enjoy good 

views of low flying Uniform Swiftlets. Bundling 

into a well-loved mini-bus we drove up the eastern 

road, now impressively paved, before arriving at 

our truly lovely accommodations overlooking a 

tranquil and most romantic cove. The group was 

split between this and another nearby boutique 

resort, which was equally lovely and equally 

warmly hosted. Taking all our meals, when not in 

the field, at one of the resorts was a sheer 

gastronomic delight and one I doubt any of us will 

forget, nor the charm of our respective hosts and 

the ladies and chef who took care of our every 

need. 

Red-bellied Fruit Dove by David Hoddinott 

Red-throated Parrotfinch by David Hoddinott 
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And so it was that the next morning we convened at the one resort with great anticipation as, surrounded by 

fine looking forest, what could be better? The striking juliae race of Collared Kingfisher got us off to a good 

start along with some very noisy Vanuatu Fruit Bats feeding under the canopy. However, there really wasn’t 

a lot else around so it was back for a sumptuous breakfast before heading north to the Loru Protected Area.  

Perhaps fortuitously picking up our local 

guide at the entrance to the reserve, we were led 

along a recently broadly-cut track that proved 

perfect for birding. Here within some magnificent 

tall lowland forest characterized by impressively 

buttressed trees we treated ourselves to fine 

‘scope views of MacKinlay’s Cuckoo-Dove and 

numerous Pacific Emerald and Red-bellied Fruit 

Doves, though Pacific Imperial Pigeons were 

much shyer but still managed to provide us with 

good ‘scope studies. Collared Kingfishers were 

common at the forest edge but once within the 

forest confines the handsome Chestnut-bellied 

Kingfisher was a real treat. We heard a 

‘Scrubduck’, Vanuatu Scrubfowl, near its nest at 

the base of a tree but nary a glimpse. Other species 

of note included South Melanesian Cuckooshrike, Long-tailed Triller, both Grey and Streaked Fantails, 

Melanesian Flycatcher and, best of all, eight Buff-bellied Monarchs of the striking, endemic genus 

Neolalage. As is so often the case on tropical islands the afternoon was very quiet and, with the exception of 

a remarkable cloud of circa 1,000 Uniform Swiftlets in a seeming feeding frenzy, our time at a disused 

airfield was unremarkable. 

The next day was long and interesting, if a little disappointing, as we explored the interior of Santo, finally 

reaching an altitude of 600m. Sadly we were essentially unable to locate any of the hill-forest birds we had 

hoped for and clearly these birds require something of an expedition to see. Nevertheless we did enjoy fine 

views of Tanna Fruit Dove, which was surprisingly uncommon on this trip. A lucky few got to see the 

nominate form of the Melanesian Thicketbird as it 

scurried across the track through coastal lowland 

forest – something of a surprise to say the least. 

Nevertheless we enjoyed some interesting 

landscapes, more looks at Vanuatu specialties and, 

on one stretch of road, a collection of butterflies 

that can only be described as magnificent. 

Due to the vagaries of flight schedules we had yet 

another day on Santo, which permitted us to go in 

search of the Vanuatu Scrubfowl. Our driver and 

local guide led us to some very interesting coastal 

scrub forest that actually belonged to his clan. We 

had barely begun our search than we heard the 

scrubfowl and then, for half the group, managed 

fairly good views of one or two birds as they 

Long-tailed Triller by David Hoddinott 
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scurried out of view. Sadly, despite our extensive efforts, we could not find another. However, a group of 

four Shining Bronze Cuckoos displaying was a good new bird and rounded things off nicely before returning 

for a sumptuous luncheon. An early evening flight to Efate deposited us in yet another very comfortable 

resort on the outskirts of Port Vila. 

The following day was a bit of a long travel day; 

for reasons unknown, Fiji Air flew us all the way 

across Viti Levu to Suva and then back to Nadi. 

Go figure. Anyway, the curry buffet at our hotel 

above Nadi was great as were the wonderful new 

birds found – Fiji Goshawk, Fiji Woodswallow, 

Kikau (Wattled Honeyeater) and Red-headed 

Parrotfinch, whilst I hustled up our transfer bus 

and reconfirmed flights. 

What a relief: no hassle with Fiji Link, the 

domestic arm of Fiji Air – in fact they were 

delightful to deal with. Right on schedule we were 

winging our way across the northern sector of 

Fiji’s big island, Viti Levu and over numerous 

exquisite reefs to the magical island of Taveuni. 

And it was even more magical this time around: the road was in near perfect condition; our transfer was 

there to meet us; there were Pacific Golden Plovers on the airstrip and the whole place looked tip-top. Our 

warm greeting with traditional Fijian music set the seal on what was to be a truly lovely time on this island. 

David H. headed off with the group to find what birds were around, finding Tongan Fruit Bats and 

Versicolored Monarchs (Flycatchers) in the garden whilst I sorted out the rooms, vehicles, boats and 

logistics. After yet another delicious lunch in such a lovely setting we were all bubbling to get into the forest. 

As is so often the case, new ‘hotspots’ arise and others disappear; this time it was the property of one of the 

locals. Not knowing quite what we were letting ourselves in for, we need not have worried. The local 

landowner has protected and nurtured his land for some 25 years and as a result the birds are very 

approachable. What’s more, he knows exactly 

where to find them all. We had barely arrived 

when we were all staring aghast at the quite 

extraordinary male Orange Fruit Dove – surely 

one of our planet’s most colorful birds! He also 

showed us nests with incumbent Many-colored 

Fruit Doves – what a gem, along with Slaty 

Monarch of the distinctive genus Mayornis and 

more Vanikoro Flycatchers. It was a very happy 

group that sat down to dinner that night. 

Buckled up in three well-used four-wheel drive 

vehicles the next morning, we soon discovered the 

veracity of my warning that Des Voeux Peak can 

be very wet and rather cold. Unfortunately this 

resulted in only the people in the front vehicle Many-colored Fruit Dove by David Hoddinott 

Vanikoro Flycatcher by David Hoddinott 



Trip Report - RBT Southwest Pacific Islands 2015 

 

 
 

8 

seeing the Tongan Ground Dove and even then they were rather myopic views in the mist and rain. We 

spent much of the day battling the elements on the track that bisects some impressive, lush and dense upland 

forest. Birding was not easy, however we did end up with fine views of a good selection of specialties 

including Barking Imperial Pigeon, Collared Lories – mostly in flight as they zoomed over, the rather shy 

Maroon Shining Parrot, Polynesian Triller, Fiji Whistler, the very striking Azure-crested Flycatcher, Fiji 

Shrikebill, the so-called Giant Honeyeater, a confiding Fiji Bush Warbler and handsome Fiji Parrotfinch. 

However, it was very good to eventually be back on the coast in the sun and the warmth – those trade store 

umbrellas just don’t quite do the job! 

And so for something a little different. Just as the 

sun was tipping over the horizon we set off in our 

hotel’s boat to the southern end of Taveuni and 

out into quite an impressive swell to say the least. 

Large and exciting fishing flocks of Red-footed 

and Brown Boobies plus good numbers of 

Common Noddy and Bridled Terns provided a 

great show, but the real pay-off came in the form 

of fine, close views of at least four Tahiti Petrels 

and, amazingly, a pale-morph Herald Petrel! (The 

latter possibly only the third record for the Fijian 

Islands.) With the afternoon remaining to search 

for the elusive but highly desired Silktail, we drove 

to the far end of the island to the recently-

established Bouma National Park. A steep, sweaty 

climb up 839 steps (Elaine counted every one) led 

us into some lovely ridge forest habitat where two very confiding pairs of this most distinctive and rather 

glamorous bird were to be found. With all of Taveuni’s specialties in the bag, it was again a very cheery 

group that convened for dinner. 

The second stage of the Fiji triumvirate took us to the remote island of Kadavu (pronounced Kandavu). 

Following an ‘interesting’ but highly skilled 

landing we headed off in a boat across an azure 

sea to our lovely lodge. We had barely landed than 

the shout went up that a large female Banded 

Iguana had been found – what a find and an 

absolute surprise! Our first Kadavu endemic, the 

Kadavu Honeyeater, eventually showed itself and 

then, typically, was easy to find again as it fed 

greedily at a fruiting fig tree along with 

remarkably confiding Many-coloured Fruit Doves. 

Time then to return to the beach bar and await the 

Green Flash. What a blissful location! 

After breakfast the following morning, we headed 

back towards town by boat and then clambered 

into two definitely rather ramshackle trucks before 

Tahiti Petrel by David Hoddinott 
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heading for the forest. We had barely made 200 meters when a group of Crimson Shining Parrots (thanks 

Doug) started the morning’s birding. (Interesting to see this species so much tamer here than its congener on 

Taveuni.) Wending our way inland on an old logging track we stopped as soon as good habitat appeared and 

spent the morning birding what was a notably 

birdy environment. Fiji Bush Warblers seemed to 

sing from every other bush, the endearing Kadavu 

Fantail eventually revealed itself and Fiji White-

eyes put on a good show. However, the Whistling 

Dove was giving us a moment’s concern. Then 

Benny pulled one out of the bag and we were 

soon all enjoying ‘scope views of this remarkably 

lovely and most elegant endemic. Now that we 

had learnt the species’ peculiar call we heard 

several more birds and ended up with fine views of 

another male and a female. And that was that. 

With all the possible new birds under our belt we 

returned to our lodge for lunch and some well-

deserved R&R. 

With our flight to Nadi, Viti Levu, not supposedly departing until 13.00 we enjoyed a rare opportunity to 

catch up on some sleep and enjoy some relaxed birding. As it happened though our flight arrived early and 

we were back in Nadi by 13.00, which was very handy as we had a long drive to Suva. After picking up the 

vehicles David H. and I drove along the main coast road to Suva before climbing into the hills to our lovely 

lodge. Yet another warm welcome and some scrumptious food … again! 

Our last true field day in Fiji was destined to be a big day. With our expert local guide to the fore, we 

departed very early and drove through the dark into the mountainous interior of Viti Levu. Stopping at the 

guarded entrance to a large dam we ate our breakfast (or was it lunch?) and called in a superb Black-faced 

Shrikebill. As we waited for permission to be granted for us to enter the dam area we enjoyed the 

opportunity to photograph Fiji Woodswallows tamed by the daily presence of moth food at the lights of the 

guard’s hut. Permission granted, thanks to the 

good offices of Vindo, we descended to the dam 

wall and entered some very dense, rich looking 

forest along a pipeline trail. We had barely gone a 

few yards when our local guide identified a clear, 

fairly loud song as that of the recently-

rediscovered Long-legged Thicketbird (Warbler). 

I quickly taped the song and call notes and then 

began the fun. Over the rest of the morning we 

found and engaged at least five pairs as they sang 

from their very dense, wet home along narrow, 

steep-sided streams. Indubitably this is one of the 

world’s most skulking birds – presumably one of 

the major reasons it has remained ‘lost’ for so 

long. Despite our best efforts however, only half 

the group got to see this bird and even that 

Fiji Woodswallow by David Hoddinott 
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number is almost a miracle in itself. Those who did see it were struck by how distinctive it looked: bright 

chestnut coloration with a large, chalky white crown. In addition to this ultimate skulker we also enjoyed 

fine views of the very lovely Pacific Robin and, again for some, fleeting glimpses of the very rarely-

encountered Pink-billed Parrotfinch. Driving the 3-4 hours back to our lodge in daylight revealed a 

magnificent landscape of ancient volcanic plugs, vast areas of native forest and some impressive knife-like 

karst ridges. Alert to the possibility of Golden Dove we screeched to a halt as two males swept into a 

flowering African Tulip tree. Much to everyone’s delight we all enjoyed prolonged ‘scope views of this very 

lovely columbid. What a wonderful day to conclude such a special time in Fiji! 

Our final morning in Fiji gave us our best views 

yet of Collared Lories and Sulphur-breasted 

Myzomelas, as well as some very striking pairs of 

Masked Shining Parrots. Our lodge is indeed THE 

place to stay and yet another Golden Dove feeding 

at the water’s edge, as we ate a somewhat more 

relaxed breakfast, provided further evidence of the 

richness of the location. Post lunch it was then 

back to Nadi via a 4-hour drive in preparation for 

our flight to Samoa and the island of Upolu.  

Another early morning flight and the chaos of 

Nadi International Airport under reconstruction 

before our final destination – it was good to arrive 

in the warmth and humidity of Samoa! Upolu 

definitely made Fiji look fast paced. Lunch on the 

wharf in Apia overlooking the South Seas and then a challenging navigation up to our lodge on a forested 

ridge overlooking the capital Apia. And what a place – quite simply, wow! As we stepped from our vehicles 

onto the verandah we were immediately beguiled by, to quote the advertising, ‘a million dollar view’. 

Looking out over extensive forest with White-tailed Tropicbirds gliding back and forth, occasionally making 

way for that most lovely of all birds, the White Tern. In addition there were Common Noddies, Tongan and 

Samoan Fruit Bats roosting in the surrounding 

trees, ‘scope views of a pair of Mao, Samoan and 

Polynesian Starlings, the very distinctive Samoan 

race of Wattled Honeyeater, Blue-crowned 

Lorikeets constantly flying back and, less 

commonly, Red-headed Parrotfinches and a 

nesting pair of Cardinal Myzomelas. Darkness 

came much too quickly! 

On the first of our two days on Upolu we spent 

the initial part of the morning enjoying the birds 

from the verandah, including a pair of White Tern 

courting and perching nearby – surely the 

quintessential tropical bird? Then it was time to 

head off to Ole pupu pue National Park. Counting 

Buff-banded Rails which are like chickens here 

Sulphur-breasted Myzomela by David Hoddinott 
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(we counted 56 today), we climbed over the misty, cloud-covered center of the island to the national park, 

which ranges from sea level to the highest point on the island.  

Eventually birding along the road through 

some mature secondary forest, we quickly 

garnered fine views of Samoan Flycatcher, a rather 

striking chappie and understandably sometimes 

referred to as a broadbill, Samoan Fantail and Flat-

billed Kingfisher. But the day was warming and 

bird activity diminishing so we returned to our 

vehicles, only to find a nesting pair of the rather 

uncommon and most unusual-looking Samoan 

Triller. With no immediate sign of the whistler we 

headed east along the coast to arguably the very 

finest lunch spot of the tour. Set in a gorgeous 

hidden cove we were treated to another special 

luncheon on a trip for which the culinary scale was 

set quite high – to put it mildly. Full bellies and 

full-spirited, we headed to the easternmost point of 

Upolu and two little tiny offshore islands known as the Alepata Islands. Here, amidst massive rollers and 

vast sprays of spume, we enjoyed the spectacle of large numbers of seabirds milling and feeding: Great and 

Lesser Frigatebirds, Common and a handful of Black Noddies, and numerous Red-footed and Brown 

Boobies, but no definite sight of the much hoped-for Blue (Blue-grey) Noddy. Nevertheless, it was a 

spectacular site. Returning home by way of the inland route, we passed through seemingly little-visited lands 

and some strikingly vertiginous slopes before descending to the north coast and back to our lovely lodge. 

We had one day in which to find the very handsome Samoan Whistler and a fine male was quickly lured into 

view at the back of our lodge. We therefore had the remainder of the day in which to relax. A search of 

sandy cays and mudflats revealed just two Wandering Tattlers and no sign of the much hoped-for Bristle-

thighed Curlew. Instead we took ourselves off to the recently-renovated home of Robert Luis Stevenson, 

known in Samoa as Tusitala – Teller of Stories, and internationally famous for books such as Treasure 

Island. A 15 minute, make that one hour, escorted 

perusal of the house proved to be a really lovely 

and most interesting experience. What a good 

idea! Lunch at Rokos’s almost challenged 

yesterday’s, but perhaps not quite. One car went in 

fruitless search of the Bristle-thighed Curlew 

whilst the second explored the very interesting 

Samoan Museum. What better way to wrap things 

up on this – Rockjumper’s inaugural and most 

certainly not last – tour of the Southwest Pacific?! 

Thank you all for helping to make this tour so 

special; we greatly look forward to sharing more 

of the world’s birds and natural curiosities with 

you again in the future. 

Samoan Flycatcher by David Hoddinott 

Flat-billed Kingfisher by David Hoddinott 
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Kagu and tour leader David Hoddinott by Dave Semler 

 

Annotated List of Birds recorded 
 

Total species recorded: 148 (including a fabulous 80 endemics!)  

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC 5.3 list of: Gill, F. and Wright, M. Birds of the World: 

Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press  

Species that were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H).    

E = Endangered, V = Vulnerable, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient. See Birdlife 

International. 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
Pacific Black Duck     Anas superciliosa pelewensis  

Just two brief observations of single birds of this generally widespread species, on Santo, Vanuatu and 

Taveuni, Fiji. 

Grey Teal      Anas gracilis gracilis  

Ten on a pond near Bouloupari, New Caledonia. 

Megapodes  Megapodiidae 
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Vanuatu Megapode     Megapodius layardi (VU)  

Notably shy and elusive, approximately half the group had good looks at a single bird in coastal forest 

on Santo, Vanuatu. Heard and an active nest found within the Loru Protected Area. 

Pheasants & Allies  Phasianidae 

Wild Turkey      Meleagris gallopavo  

Introduced. Good numbers foraging in fields of the flat farmlands of New Caledonia. 

Red Junglefowl     Gallus gallus  

Introduced. Seen and heard on Santo, Vanuatu. 

Petrels, Shearwaters  Procellariidae 
Gould’s Petrel     Pterodroma leucoptera caledonica (VU)  

A single bird was seen distantly whilst sea watching off Lifou. The form on New Caledonia is sometimes 

treated as a separate species New Caledonian Petrel. 

Herald Petrel     Pterodroma heraldica 

A single pale morph bird was seen well but all too quickly during our boat-trip off Taveuni, Fiji. 

[Small all dark petrel sp – one seen distantly off Taveuni, Fiji] 

Tahiti Petrel      Pseudobulweria rostrata trouessarti (NT)  

Several distant, rather unsatisfactory views of birds were noted off Lifou.  Conversely we enjoyed 

superlative views of 4-5 birds during our boat-trip off Taveuni, Fiji. 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater    Puffinus pacificus 

Several distant, rather unsatisfactory views of birds were noted off Lifou. A group of three was seen, 

also distantly but quite clearly during our boat trip off Taveuni, Fiji. 

Tropicbirds  Phaethontidae 
White-tailed Tropicbird    Phaethon lepturus dorotheae  

Fabulous views of 7-10 as they sailed back and forth over the forest below our lovely lodge on Upolu, 

Samoa. Ones and twos also seen at a number of other sites on Upolu. 

Herons, Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Nankeen Night Heron    Nycticorax caledonicus caledonicus 

Two adults seen well within mangroves on New Caledonia. 

Striated Heron     Butorides striata macrorhyncha  

One on the beach on Taveuni, Fiji. 

Great Egret      Egretta alba modesta 

A single flushed from mangroves on New Caledonia. 

White-faced Heron     Egretta novaehollandiae  

Small numbers (2-8) observed on New Caledonia and Viti Levu, Fiji. Small numbers on Taveuni and at 

least one on Kadavu, which appears to represent the first record of this species for the island. 

Pacific Reef Heron     Egretta sacra sacra 

Just one dark morph seen on New Caledonia (albolineata) and, surprisingly none on Santo, Vanuatu. 

However, the nominate form was regularly seen in small numbers on all the islands visited in Fiji and 

Samoa. Mainly dark morphs recorded. 

Frigatebirds  Fregatidae 
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Great Frigatebird     Fregata minor palmerstoni 

At least one adult male soaring over the southeastern point of Upolu, Samoa and a further three with 

large numbers of other seabirds off the southern tip of the Alepata Islands. 

Lesser Frigatebird     Fregata ariel ariel 

At least 20 seen nicely off Taveuni and smaller numbers seen off Kadavu, Fiji. 

 

Gannets, Boobies  Sulidae 
Red-footed Booby     Sula sula websteri 

Both white and brown morphs were common off Taveuni, Fiji with circa 15 counted in a most exciting 

fishing flock during our boat trip and circa 20 off the Alepata Islands, southeast Upolu, Samoa. 

Brown Booby     Sula leucogaster plotus 

1-3 seen daily off Taveuni and Kandavu, Fiji and circa 20 off the Alepata Islands, south-east Upolu, 

Samoa. 

 

Cormorants, Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 
Little Pied Cormorant    Microcarbo melanoleucos subsp? 

Two in mangroves at dusk together with Little Black Cormorants on New Caledonia. 

Little Black Cormorant    Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 

Circa 15 attending a roost in mangroves near Noumea, New Caledonia. 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Brown Goshawk     Accipiter fasciatus vigilax 

Several individuals of this endemic subspecies observed on New Caledonia.  

White-bellied Goshawk    Accipiter haplochrous (NT)  

Superb looks at one after the rain in Parc National Grandes Fougeres, New Caledonia. A second was 

seen briefly in flight as we drove south back to Noumea. 

Fiji Goshawk     Accipiter rufitorques  

Frequently seen on all three of the islands we visited in Fiji.  

Swamp Harrier     Circus approximans  

Widespread and common on New Caledonia, Santo, Vanuatu and throughout Fiji.  

Whistling Kite     Haliastur sphenurus  

Common on New Caledonia with as many as ten counted on one day, invariably in open, lightly wooded 

country. 

 

Kagu  Rhynochetidae 
Kagu       Rhynochetos jubatus (EN)  

The sole member of its family, we enjoyed several elevating and wonderfully prolonged encounters with 

this attractive and most fascinating species. During our one-day in the Parc de La Rivière Bleue we 

counted circa 15 birds. According to the reserve ranger who accompanied us, the population in this 

reserve is now at circa 700-800 and the total New Caledonia population is circa 2000 and increasing 

annually. All of which is exciting, wonderful news as this species was almost mythical when David 

Bishop first visited New Caledonia back in the early 1980s. 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
Buff-banded Rail     Gallirallus philippensis  
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Sadly our first encounter with this handsome species was a rather smelly roadside casualty garnered by 

Daniel on Lifou (swindellsi). Thereafter we observed two en route to the Parc National Grandes 

Fougeres; moderately commonly on Santo, Vanuatu; just one on Kadavu, Fiji – presumably the 

introduced mongoose has done for this species on Viti Levu and amazingly commonly on Upolu, Samoa 

where we counted as many as 56 on one day. The latter observation perhaps emphasizes what the Rallid 

fauna of these islands must once have been prior to the influence of hominids. David Steadman’s 

documentation of subfossil birds in the Pacific Islands suggests there may have previously been as many 

1,000 flightless and near flightless rails inhabiting these oceanic islands. 

Australasian Swamphen    Porphyrio melanotus samoensis  

Common in open country on New Caledonia and ten with chicks at small, marshy pond on Upolu, 

Samoa. 

NOTE: The IOC now splits the Purple Swamphen into six species. 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Masked Lapwing     Vanellus miles subsp? 

One on a ploughed field near Bouloupari, New Caledonia. 

Pacific Golden Plover    Pluvialis fulva  

23 on Santo, including several in breeding plumage (18 July); 4 on Kadavu (23 July); 6 on Viti Levu (27 

July) and common on Upolu, Samoa with as many as 33 counted on a nearby golf-course. Presumably 

early return migrants. 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Wandering Tattler     Tringa incana  

One of these migrants was seen on Taveuni, Fiji and another two on Upolu, Samoa. Presumably early 

return migrants. 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Brown Noddy     Anous stolidus pileatus 

Notably common during our boat trip off Taveuni, Fiji and over the forest of Upolu, Samoa. Large 

numbers also observed with many other seabirds off the southeast corner of the Alepata Islands, Uplou, 

Samoa. 

Black Noddy      Anous minutus subsp? 

Three individuals were identified off the Alepata Islands, south-east corner of Upolu, Samoa. 

White Tern      Gygis alba candida 

Undoubtedly one of the highlights of the tour; this charismatic species ‘swam’ over the forest below our 

lodge on Upolu, Samoa and surprisingly perched in adjacent trees.  

Silver Gull      Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae forsteri 

Common along the Nouméa waterfront, New Caledonia.  

Greater Crested Tern    Thalasseus bergii cristatus 

Small numbers were seen off most islands except New Caledonia and Upolu, Samoa.  

Bridled Tern      Onychoprion anaethetus anaethetus 

A total of ten seen well during our boat trip off Taveuni, Fiji. 

Black-naped Tern     Sterna sumatrana sumatrana 

Just a few observations from Taveuni (Fiji).  

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae 
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Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon)    Columba livia   

Ubiquitous. 

Metallic Pigeon     Columba vitiensis  

Several fine observations, especially on New Caledonia. We observed the following subspecies: 

hypoenochroa (New Caledonia), leopoldi (Santo, Vanuatu), vitiensis (Fiji) and castaneiceps (Upolu, 

Samoa).  

Spotted Dove     Spilopelia chinensis  

Introduced. Common on New Caledonia and small numbers observed on Fiji and Samoa.  

Mackinlay's Cuckoo-Dove    Macropygia mackinlayi mackinlayi 

Good looks at small number on Santo, Vanuatu. 

Pacific Emerald Dove    Chalcophaps longirostris sandwichensis  

Regular good looks including one on Lifou; one on Efate; as many as ten feeding on an unknown food 

source within the Loru Protected Area, Santo, Vanuatu and many more seen during the drive to and 

from and in the grounds of our lovely accommodations on Santo; and at least ten on our long day in the 

interior of Santo. 

Zebra Dove      Geopelia striata 

Introduced. Three near Bouloupari, New Caledonia. 

Tongan Ground-Dove    Gallicolumba stairii 

At least three seen moderately well in the mist and cloud by the inhabitants of the first vehicle on the 

upper slopes of Des Voeux Peak. A fourth bird was later seen, typically flying low across the track. This 

species perhaps more than any other extant species in the Fijian Islands suffers badly from the 

depredations of the introduced mongoose and rats. 

Tanna Fruit Dove     Ptilinopus tannensis  

A total of six seen in an area of lowland forest, Santo, Vanuatu where hunting appeared to be minimal.  

Many-coloured Fruit Dove    Ptilinopus perousii  

Many fabulous encounters on Fiji where we observed, at close quarters, several pairs nesting (Taveuni) 

and others tamely attending a fruiting Fig Ficus sp (subspecies mariae). Smaller numbers of the 

subspecies perousii were observed on Upolu, Samoa.  

Crimson-crowned Fruit Dove   Ptilinopus porphyraceus fasciatus (VU)  

At least one seen well on Kadavu, Fiji and thereafter notably common on Upolu, Samoa.  

Red-bellied Fruit Dove    Ptilinopus greyi  

Wonderfully common on Lifou and throughout Santo, Vanuatu. 

Orange Fruit Dove     Ptilinopus victor victor  

Undoubtedly a highlight of the tour. This fabulous species showed extremely well on Taveuni. A real 

jewel! 

Golden Fruit Dove     Ptilinopus luteovirens  

At least six seen and as many as 20 heard as we slowly made our way home from our excursion into the 

interior of Viti Levu. We were then treated to fine views of a superb male as we breakfasted at our 

attractive lodge on the same island. 

Whistling Fruit Dove    Ptilinopus layardi (NT) 

This surprisingly elegant and lovely species took a while to find but in the end we enjoyed fine views of 

both male and female on Kadavu.  

Cloven-feathered Dove    Drepanoptila holosericea (NT)  

We enjoyed exceptional views of at least six of these exquisite birds within the Parc National Grandes 

Fougeres, New Caledonia.  



Trip Report - RBT Southwest Pacific Islands 2015 

 

 
 

17 

Pacific Imperial Pigeon    Ducula pacifica pacifica  

Notably common on Santo, Vanuatu and Upolu, Samoa.   

Barking Imperial Pigeon    Ducula latrans  

Common throughout the three Fijian islands we visited.  

Goliath Imperial Pigeon    Ducula goliath (NT)  

Fabulous views of this magnificent beast at the Parc de La Rivière Bleue, New Caledonia. At least ten 

others heard. 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Shining Bronze Cuckoo    Chrysococcyx lucidus layardi 

A group of four displaying to one another in beach forest on Santo, Vanuatu. 

(H) Fan-tailed Cuckoo    Cacomantis flabelliformis  

We heard the distinctive song in the highland interior of Viti Levu, Fiji.  

Barn Owls  Tytonidae 
Eastern Barn Owl     Tyto delicatula interposita 

One was seen in farmland during a predawn drive on Santo, Vanuatu and at least two were seen as we 

drove, early one morning into the interior of Viti Levu, Fiji.  

Swifts  Apodidae 
Glossy Swiftlet     Collocalia esculenta  

Common on New Caledonia (albidior) and Santo, Vanuatu (uropygialis).  

White-rumped Swiftlet    Aerodramus spodiopygius  

Seen on all the islands we visited: leucopygius New Caledonia; epiensis Santo, Vanuatu; assimilis Fiji; 

spodiopygius Samoa. 

Uniform Swiftlet     Aerodramus vanikorensis  

Common on Santo, Vanuatu including several thousand massing at dusk below a threatening mass of 

cloud. 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Vanuatu Kingfisher     Todiramphus farquhari (NT)  

This handsome species showed well within the Loru Protected Area on Santo, Vanuatu.  

Collared Kingfisher     Todiramphus chloris  

Moderately common on Santo, Vanuatu (santoensis) and Taveuni and Viti Levu, Fiji (vitiensis) and 

Kadavu, Fiji (eximius).  

Sacred Kingfisher     Todiramphus sanctus canacorum 

Common on New Caledonia. We also observed circa 20 of the subspecies macmillani on Lifou.  

Flat-billed Kingfisher    Todiramphus recurvirostris  

Delightfully common on Upolu, Samoa. 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
Coconut Lorikeet     Trichoglossus haematodus deplanchii 

Common on New Caledonia including a roost in the center of Noumea of some 20 birds. On Santo, 

Vanuatu it was also common with good numbers encountered daily. 

NOTE: Rainbow Lorikeet has now been split into seven species. 
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Collared Lory     Phigys solitarius  

Common on all three Fijian islands visited but it was not until our last day on Viti Levu that we enjoyed 

really good, close views of this striking endemic. 

Blue-crowned Lorikeet    Vini australis  

Modest numbers seen daily on Upolu Samoa, but almost always of birds in flight.  

Crimson Shining Parrot    Prosopeia splendens  

Fabulous views of five right on the beach in native gardens with scattered trees. A few were 

subsequently ‘scoped during our very bird-rich morning on Kadavu. 

Masked Shining Parrot    Prosopeia personata (NT)  

Great looks at this impressive species of several pairs on Viti Levu, Fiji.  

Maroon Shining Parrot    Prosopeia tabuensis  

Regular seen and most attractive but notably skittish on Taveuni, Fiji.  

Horned Parakeet     Eunymphicus cornutus (VU)  

An excellent ‘scope study of a pair at the entrance to the Parc de La Rivière Bleue, New Caledonia.  

New Caledonian Parakeet    Cyanoramphus saisseti (NT)  

Good ‘scope views of just one in a pine plantation at the entrance to the Parc de La Rivière Bleue, New 

Caledonia.  

Honeyeaters  Meliphagidae 
New Caledonian Myzomela    Myzomela caledonica  

Four of these striking birds seen well in flowering forest trees on New Caledonia.  

Cardinal Myzomela     Myzomela cardinalis  

Common, noisy and conspicuous on Lifou (lifuensis), small numbers on Santo, Vanuatu (tenuis) and 

notably common on Upolu, Samoa (nigriventris). 

Sulphur-breasted Myzomela  Myzomela Myzomela jugularis 

Great looks at this lovely endemic on all three islands visited in Fiji.  

Grey-eared Honeyeater    Lichmera incana  

Common on New Caledonia (incana), Lifou (poliotis) and Santo, Vanuatu (griseoviridis). 

Kadavu Honeyeater     Xanthotis provocator  

Several observed taking fruit at a Strangler Fig in addition to gleaning for arthropods in the canopy of 

coastal forest on Kadavu. A wonderful specific name.  

New Caledonian Friarbird    Philemon diemenensis  

Small numbers seen in forest on New Caledonia.  

Polynesian Wattled Honeyeater  Foulehaio carunculatus 

Commonly seen on Upolu, Samoa 

NOTE: Wattled Honeyeater has recently been split into three species by IOC, Polynesian Wattled 

Honeyeater, Fiji Wattled Honeyeater and Kikau 

Fiji Wattled Honeyeater    Foulehaio taviunensis 

Commonly encountered on Taveuni, Fiji.  

Kikau      Foulehaio procerior 

Common on Viti Levu 

Yellow-billed Honeyeater   Gymnomyza viridis 

Several were seen on Taveuni 

NOTE: This species has recently been split from Giant Honeyeater by IOC 

Giant Honeyeater     Gymnomyza brunneirostris 
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The name is a bit of a misnomer. Several seen on Viti Levu, Fiji. 

Mao       Gymnomyza samoensis (EN)  

Two of this very vocal species showed well in front of our lodge in the Upolu highlands, Samoa.  

[Crow Honeyeater     Gymnomyza aubryana (CR)  

Disconcertingly, and despite Jean-Marc’s very best efforts, we were unable to find this now critically 

endangered species. We were told that this species is now confined to the Parc de La Rivière Bleue and 

that only circa 150 birds exist.] 

Barred Honeyeater     Glycifohia undulata  

A total of five were seen nicely in Macqui at the edge of the Parc de La Rivière Bleue, New Caledonia. 

Australian Warblers  Acanthizidae 
Fan-tailed Gerygone    Gerygone flavolateralis  

Small numbers seen on New Caledonia (flavolateralis), Lifou (lifuensis) and Santo, Vanuatu (corriae). 

Much more frequently heard than seen. 

Woodswallows, Butcherbirds and allies  Artamidae 
White-breasted Woodswallow   Artamus leucorynchus melaleucus  

Widespread and common on New Caledonia and Santo and Efate, Vanuatu (tenuis). 

Fiji Woodswallow     Artamus mentalis  

Common on Viti Levu, Taveuni and Kadavu, Fiji including right at Nadi airport. 

Australian Magpie     Gymnorhina tibicen  

Introduced. Several seen on Taveuni, Fiji.  

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Black-faced Cuckooshrike    Coracina novaehollandiae melanops 

One in farmland on New Caledonia. 

South Melanesian Cuckooshrike   Coracina caledonica  

Small numbers of this impressive bird were seen on Lifou (lifuensis), New Caledonia (caledonica) and 

Santo, Vanuatu (thilenii).  

New Caledonian Cuckooshrike   Coracina analis (NT)  

Excellent studies of several individuals including one feeding very confidingly at a fruiting shrub within 

the Parc de La Rivière Bleue, New Caledonia. 

Polynesian Triller     Lalage maculosa  

Common on Fiji: Taveuni (mixta), Kadavu (soror), Viti Levu (pumila), and notably common on Uplou 

Samoa (maculosa) where they were frequently observed feeding on open ground.  

Samoan Triller     Lalage sharpie sharpei (NT)  

Fabulous views of a pair of this uncommon species attending a nest on Upolu, Samoa.   

Long-tailed Triller     Lalage leucopyga  

Modest numbers seen on Lifou (simillima), New Caledonia (montrosieri) and Santo, Vanuatu 

(albiloris).   

Whistlers and Allies  Pachycephalidae 
Melanesian Whistler    Pachycephala chlorura intacta 

Notably common on Santo, Vanuatu where it was very common and relatively easy to observe. 

NOTE: Very recently split from New Caledonian Whistler by IOC 
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New Caledonian Whistler    Pachycephala caledonica  

Common on New Caledonia.  

Fiji Whistler      Pachycephala graeffii  

Small numbers were recorded on Taveuni (torquata), Kadavu (kadavuensis) and Viti Levu (optata), 

(Fiji).  

Samoan Whistler     Pachycephala flavifrons  

One very striking male put on a great show on our last morning on Upolu, Samoa.  

Rufous Whistler     Pachycephala rufiventris xanthetraea 

Several seen away from moist forest on New Caledonia. 

Fantails  Rhipiduridae 
Grey Fantail      Rhipidura albiscapa  

Common on New Caledonia and Lifou (bulgeri) and Santo, Vanuatu (brenchleyi).  

Streaked Fantail     Rhipidura verreauxi  

Common in forest on New Caledonia, Lifou (verreauxi), Santo, Vanuatu (spilodera), Taveuni 

(rufilateralis) and Viti Levu (layardi) (Fiji). 

Kadavu Fantail     Rhipidura personata (NT)  

Regular in the forest on Kadavu. A distinctive song.  

Samoan Fantail     Rhipidura nebulosa  

Regularly seen and heard on Upolu, Samoa. 

Silktail       Lamprolia victoriae (NT)  

Exceptional views of this very intriguing and rather lovely bird. At least two very confiding pairs were 

encountered within the interior of Bouma Protected Forest. Mind you, after a somewhat sweaty climb of 

839 steps! The taxonomic position of this species appears to be still in a state of flux. At various times it 

has been considered to be part of the Monarch Flycatchers (Monarchidae), has recently been placed with 

the Fantails (Rhipiduridae) and is probably best placed in a separate family together with the fairly 

closely related Pygmy Drongo of New Guinea. 

Monarchs  Monarchidae 
Slaty Monarch     Mayrornis lessoni lessoni 

Many good looks at this distinctive genus on Taveuni and later on Viti Levu, Fiji. Behaves and looks 

somewhat like a New World gnatcatcher.  

Buff-bellied Monarch    Neolalage banksiana  

This attractive endemic (and monotypic genus) showed nicely in forest on Santo, Vanuatu.  

Southern Shrikebill     Clytorhynchus pachycephaloides pachycephaloides 

Seen very nicely on New Caledonia.  

Fiji Shrikebill     Clytorhynchus vitiensis  

Excellent looks at this unobtrusive species on Taveuni (layardi), Fiji. 

Black-throated Shrikebill    Clytorhynchus nigrogularis (VU)  

Superb looks at this striking looking and wonderful vocalist in the interior of Viti Levu, Fiji.  

Melanesian Flycatcher    Myiagra caledonica  

Small numbers seen New Caledonia (caledonica) and somewhat more common on Santo, Vanuatu 

(marinae).  

Vanikoro Flycatcher    Myiagra vanikorensis rufiventris 

Commonly seen on all three Fijian islands including kandavensis on Kadavu. 
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Samoan Flycatcher     Myiagra albiventris (NT)  

Superb views of two of these great looking birds. It’s not difficult to see why they are sometimes 

referred to as Broadbills. 

Azure-crested Flycatcher    Myiagra azureocapilla  

This lovely endemic showed well on Taveuni (azureocapilla) and Viti Levu (whitneyi), Fiji. 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 
New Caledonian Crow    Corvus moneduloides  

A pair seen in the Parc de La Rivière Bleue, New Caledonia where they were observed and 

photographed probing in dead wood with a fine stick. Moderately common at the Parc des Grandes 

Fougères, New Caledonia.  

Australasian Robins: Petroicidae 
Yellow-bellied Flyrobin    Microeca flaviventris  

Wonderfully common and confiding within the Parc de La Rivière Bleue, New Caledonia. 

Pacific Robin     Petroica multicolor kleinschmidti 

We saw this delightful species in the highlands of Viti Levu, Fiji.  

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Red-vented Bulbul     Pycnonotus cafer subspecies? 

Introduced. This species was very uncommon on New Caledonia but abundant on Viti Levu, Fiji and 

Upolu, Samoa.  

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
Pacific Swallow     Hirundo tahitica subfusca  

Common on Santo, Vanuatu and all three islands visited in Fiji. 

Welcome Swallow     Hirundo neoxena  

Three birds were seen over some ponds en route to the Parc des Grandes Fougères, New Caledonia. 

Cettia Warblers and allies  Cettiidae 
Fiji Bush Warbler     Horornis ruficapilla  

Excellent looks at this sometime secretive species on all three Fijian islands: Taveuni (funebris), Kadavu 

(ruficapilla) and Viti Levu (badiceps).  

Melanesian Thicketbird    Megalurulus (Cichlornis) whitneyi whitneyi  

A single bird scurried across the road within tall, coastal lowland forest, near Matantas. The bird was 

smallish with a 45 degree cocked tail; cinnamon coloration and strong legs. It ran from the forest into 

dense low vegetation at the edge of a small garden clearing. Needless to say we are aware that this is an 

exceptional record especially given the altitude. However, the size, shape, posture and overall 

appearance coloration cannot be anything else. 

NOTE: Quite why this taxa is lumped with that of the taxa inhabiting the mountains of Guadalcanal is 

a mystery. 

Long-legged Thicketbird (Warbler) Megalurulus rufus rufous (EN)  

Seen by half the group and heard by all in the lovely montane forest of the interior of Viti Levu. A rare 

lifer for David Bishop, this species was thought to be extinct for more than 100 years until rediscovered 

in 2003. The birds we saw were surprisingly bright chestnut-brown with what appeared to an extensive 

white crown. 
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White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Fiji White-Eye     Zosterops explorator  

Common but not always easy to see on all three Fijian islands that we visited.   

Vanuatu White-Eye     Zosterops flavifrons perplexus 

Common on Santo, Vanuatu and in the gardens of our attractive hotel on Efate (efatensis).   

Small Lifou White-Eye    Zosterops minutus  

Common in the forests and gardens of Lifou.   

Green-backed White-Eye    Zosterops xanthochroa  

Common on New Caledonia. 

Silvereye      Zosterops lateralis  

Regular seen in scrub and secondary forest on New Caledonia (griseonota), Lifou (nigrescens), Santo 

and Efate, Vanuatu (vatensis), and Taveuni, Kadavu and Viti Levu, (flaviceps) Fiji. 

Large Lifou White-Eye    Zosterops inornatus  

Eventually acceptable looks for most of us in the forest of Lifou. 

Starlings, Rhabdornis  Sturnidae 
Striated Starling     Aplonis striata  

Small numbers were found on New Caledonia (striata) and Lifou (atronitens). 

Polynesian Starling     Aplonis tabuensis  

Regularly seen in modest numbers on Taveuni, Kadavu and Viti Levu in Fiji (vitiensis) and Upolu, 

Samoa (brevirostris). 

Samoan Starling     Aplonis atrifusca  

A very common and large, striking endemic on Upolu, Samoa. 

Jungle Myna      Acridotheres fuscus  

Introduced. This species was common on Taveuni and Viti Levi, Fiji and on Upolu, Samoa. 

Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis  

Introduced. This species was common to abundant on all the islands we visited. 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Island Thrush     Turdus poliocephalus  

Although a widespread species and at some locations quite common it appears to be declining radically 

on many of the islands of the Pacific. David H. saw one on Santo, Vanuatu (vanikornesis) and we 

observed fairly commonly on the upper slopes of Des Voeux Peak, Taveuni (tempesti) and Viti Levu 

(layardi), Fiji.   

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
House Sparrow     Passer domesticus  

Common around human habitation on New Caledonia and Vanuatu. 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies  Estrildidae 
Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild  

Introduced. Several flocks were seen on New Caledonia in scrub near Noumea. 

Red Avadavat     Amandava amandava  

Introduced. One small flock seen near the airport on Viti Levu Fiji. 

Red-throated Parrotfinch    Erythrura psittacea  
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Great looks at this attractive endemic on New Caledonia especially in rank grasses near the Parc des 

Grandes Fougères. 

Red-headed Parrotfinch    Erythrura cyaneovirens cyaneovirens 

Small number regularly seen on Upolu, Samoa. 

Royal Parrotfinch     Eythrura regia 

David Bishop saw a flock of three in flight, shortly after dawn as we drove the back roads of Santo, 

Vanuatu. 

Fiji Parrotfinch     Erythrura pealii  

Delightfully common on Viti Levu especially along the roadside in the mountains where we may have 

counted as many as 100 on one day. Conversely we only saw a handful on Taveuni. 

Pink-billed Parrotfinch    Erythrura kleinschmidti 

One seen and heard reasonably well in flight and 3-4 others seen more briefly as they flew over primary 

montane forest high in the interior of Viti Levu. Compared to the numerous Fiji Parrotfinch this little 

known species is noticeably larger and bulkier; darker, duller green and they do not appear to show 

much red on the rump and tail when seen in flight. The call is a dry, staccato two note vocalization. 

Chestnut Munia     Lonchura atricapilla  

Introduced. Small numbers of this introduced species were seen on Santo, Vanuatu.  

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin   Lonchura castaneothorax  

Introduced. A flock showed well on New Caledonia.  

 

MAMMALS   
 

Small Indian Mongoose    Herpestes auropunctatus  

Introduced. Just one was seen on Viti Levu, Fiji. An appalling and most deplorable introduction.  

Samoan Flying Fox     Pteropus samoensis  

Small numbers seen well from our lodge on the forested slopes of Upolu, Samoa. 

Tonga Flying-Fox     Pteropus tonganus  

Common on Santo, Vanuatu, Taveuni and Viti Levu, Fiji and Upolu, Samoa.  

Vanuatu Flying Fox     Pteropus anetianus  

Several groups showed well on Santo, Vanuatu. 

?Monkey-faced Bat     Mirimiri acrodonta 

Possibly this species seen during the late afternoon on Des Vouex Peak, Taveuni, Fiji. 

Polynesian Rat     Rattus exulans 

One seen on Santo, Vanuatu. 

Cf Indo-Pacific Bottlenosed Dolphin  Tursiops aduncus 

A small pod just beyond the breaking surf in front of our lovely hotel near Port Vila, Efate, Vanuatu. 

Whale sp 

One seen blowing off Lifou. 

Rusa (Javan/Timor) Deer    Cervus timorensis  

Introduced. Several were noted as we drove south in central New Caledonia.  

 

REPTILES   
 

Samoan Brown Skink    Emoia samoensis  
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A few were seen on Upolu, Samoa. 

Black Skink      Emoia nigra  

Common on Upolu, Samoa.   

Samoan Blue-tailed Skink    Emoia impar  

One or two seen on Upolu, Samoa  

Green Skink      cf Emoia concolor  

An all green skink was observed within forest on New Caledonia. A similar if not identical species was 

seen on Santo, Vanuatu. 

Black and red Skink    cf Rhacodactylus auriculatus 

Forest on New Caledonia 

Striped Skink     Emoia cyanura 

Throughout the Fiji Islands. 

Bronze Skink sp 

Santo, Vanuatu 

Blue-tailed Skink     Emoia caeruleocauda 

Kadavu, Fiji. Possibly this species also seen on Santo, Vanuatu. 

Broad-bodied Skink sp 

Kadavu, Fiji. 

Gecko cf      Eurydactylodes vieillardi  

New Caledonia 

Northern House Gecko    Hemidactylus frenatus 

Ubiquitous 

Banded Iguana     Brachylophus fasciatus  

Fabulous close encounters with a female on Kadavu.  

Green Turtle      Chelonia mydas  

Upolu, Samoa. 

 

BUTTERFLIES   
 

Monarch      Danaus plexippus  

Introduced. Common Santo, Vanuatu and Upolu, Samoa.  

Common Crow     Eupolea lewinii 

Santo, Vanuatu 

Eggfly sp      Hypelymna sp 

Santo, Vanuatu 

Pacific Pea Blue     Catocrysops taitensis 

Santo, Vanuatu 

Grass Yellow      Eurema hecabe 

Santo, Vanuatu; Upolu, Samoa. 

Blue Tiger      Tirumala hamata  

Santo, Vanuatu; Upolu, Samoa. 

Pacific Capper White    Belenois java 

Santo, Vanuatu; Upolu, Samoa. 
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